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ACTIVITY SHEET 3
WRITING A NEW RADIO SKETCH
We have been making some short radio sketches to let people know more about why tourism is important to Seychelles.
Your teacher will play you the audio recording for one of them, which is called MOTHER AND DAUGHTER.
Your teacher will play it in English and Creole.
We are making lots of these short conversations, and they usually involve TWO people talking about something which helps us understand tourism in Seychelles better.
Each radio sketch begins with a SCRIPT.
This is like a short PLAY or DRAMA, with lines written for actors to say and directions for how they have to say those lines. There are also directions for any sounds which we want to hear in the background. This could be music (as is the case with the sketch you will hear first) or the noise of a restaurant if that is where the drama is set.
Here is the script which the actors used for the Mother and Daughter sketch. You can see that the name of the character is always on the left side of the page, followed by what he or she has to say:
GIRL: ‘Mum, I saw a tourist today outside my school but I ran away from her, as far as I could go.’
MOTHER: ‘Now why did you do that?’
GIRL: ‘Because Damien told me that if a tourist sneezes on you or even just touches your clothes you’ll get the virus and get sick.’
MOTHER: ‘Your brother is just trying to frighten you – you know he does that all the time…...remember the dead tenrec he put in your bed?’
GIRL: ‘Yeek!’
MOTHER: ‘Exactly. So, don’t listen to him. In any case he’s got it all wrong. The tourist you saw is only here because she passed all the tests to prove she is not infected with the virus. Plus there are lots of other rules in place to make sure that any risk from people visiting Seychelles is as low as possible.’
GIRL: ‘But Damien said that we shouldn’t have them here anyway.’
MOTHER: ‘Some people think like this, but we have to remember that having tourists visit our lovely islands is our main national business, and that when this stops we lose a lot of money – money that we need to keep our country going. It’s a bit like having a shop but not selling anything. After a while the shop will go bust. We don’t want Seychelles to go bust do we?’
GIRL: ‘I suppose not, but it’s still scary…’
MOTHER: ‘Don’t be frightened. You know that washing your hands regularly is important, you have your mask with you and you know about keeping a distance from others. Just keep doing these things and know that lots of people are working to keep everyone safe in Seychelles.’
GIRL: ‘Even Damien?’
MOTHER: ‘Even Damien…’
THE END

AND NOW IT IS YOUR TURN.
You are going to work with a partner to write a new radio sketch. The best thing is that we will choose two of the sketches sent to us by teachers to be professionally recorded by actors and broadcast on K Radio and Pure FM. If your work is selected then it will be heard by thousands of people in Seychelles – HOW COOL IS THAT!?
Step by step this is what you have to do:
1. Decide on your two CHARACTERS. How old are they? Are they male or female? 
2. Decide on your LOCATION. This is where the drama is going to take place. It could be the beach, or the supermarket, or anywhere else in Seychelles. It’s up to you.
3. Decide what the MESSAGE of your piece will be. For example the message of the Mother and Daughter sketch is that as long as we follow the health guidelines everyone will stay safe. 
4. Now, begin writing the sketch. You can write in English or Creole and if your sketch is chosen for the radio we will make versions in both languages. One way to create your short drama is for YOU to write all of the lines for one of the characters and YOUR PARTNER to write all of the lines for the other character. You can do this easily by passing your paper between you and writing one line at a time each. When you do this your character will REPLY or RESPOND to what the other character has said. Try it, it works!
5. When you have finished PERFORM the sketch by reading it out with your partner and measure how long it takes to read from the start to the end. It should be no longer than 90 seconds.
6. Let your friends and your teacher hear what you have written and see if they have any great ideas for making your work better.
7. When you are happy with it give it a title and, if possible, MAKE A RECORDING of the piece. Your teacher can probably do this with a smart phone and then send us the finished piece. Otherwise your teacher can send us the written script. Either way is fine.
GOOD LUCK WITH YOUR RADIO SCRIPT
WE ARE LOOKING FORWARDS TO READING AND HEARING THEM!
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